INTRODUCTION
accurate to within 0.1 cm, and the body weights were measured using a digital balance (ELT 4001; Sartorius-Korea, Seoul, Korea) accurate to within 0.1 g. We classified the specimens following Mao and Chen (1980) and Rasmussen et al. (2011) . Photographs used in this study were taken with a digital camera (EOS 600D; Canon, Tokyo, Japan), and the brightness and contrast of the photographs were adjusted in Photoshop (ver. 12.0) . Stejneger, 1907: 409; Mertens, 1930: 117; Maki, 1931: 176; Mao and Chen, 1980: 29; Mori, 1982: 80, 102, 123; Toriba, 1994: 207; Welch, 1994: 71; Rasmussen et al., 2011: 1; Wang et al., 2013: 19 . Pseudolaticauda semifasciata Kharin, 1984: 128; 2005 (Fig. 1A) , ventral color yellowish (Fig. 1B) , upper lip color bluish-brown or pale-blue ( Fig. 2A) , stripe color light brown to gray (Fig. 1A,  B) . Stripes 'V' shaped (Fig. 1B) , being broader dorsally and tapering toward the belly. 36, 34, and 37 stripes on body and 7, 6, and 6 on tail, respectively, in the Gangjeong, Aewol, and Namwon specimens. Rostrals horizontally divided into two, smaller upper scale lies between nasals ( Fig. 2A) , two internasals, three prefrontals, one frontals and two parietals (Fig. 1B) , excepting in Namwon specimen, one of three prefrontals separated into two. Seven supralabials of which the 3rd and 4th touch the eye, one supraocular, one preocular and two postoculars and 2 + 3 temporals on each side of the head (Fig. 2C 
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ed, paddle-like tail (Fig. 1A, B) . Although the genus name, Pseudolaticauda has been introduced, Laticauda is still more widely accepted (Heatwole et al., 2005; Wang et al., 2013) . Among the three Laticaudinae sea snake species (L. colu brina, L. laticaudata, and L. semifasciata) that have been listed in East Asia, only L. semifasciata has clearly divided rostral scales and evident 'V' shaped stripes on its body trunk (Mao and Chen, 1980; Rasmussen, 2000; Goris and Maeda, 2004; Heatwole et al., 2005; Rasmussen et al., 2011) . The number of ventrals, head scales and body stripes is also within the range of L. semifasciata (Mao and Chen, 1980; Toriba, 1994; Rasmussen, 2000; Rasmussen et al., 2011) . Unlike L. semifasciata, L. colubrina has a uniquely yellow to white upper lip (thus, the coining of its English name, yellow-lipped sea krait), uniform black cylindrical stripes on its body trunk and an undivided rostral scale (Rasmussen et al., 2011) . Laticauda laticaudata also has uniform black cylindrical stripes on its body trunk and an undivided rostral scale with more than 215 ventral scales (Rasmussen et al., 2011) . In addition, L. laticaudata has only two prefrontal scales unlike L. semifasciata and L. colubrina (Mao and Chen, 1980) . Another sea snake species, which is closely related to L. semifasciata, Laticauda schistorhynchus, has been observed on Niue Island, Tonga, and Samoa, 6,500 km east of the distribution range of L. semifasciata, but it has only 187-195 ventrals and 18-31 strips on the body, unlike L. semifasciata (McCarthy, 1986; Greer, 1997; Heatwole et al., 2005; Kharin and Czeblukov, 2006) . Our study is the first detailed description of any of the sea snakes in Korea and also the first capture report of Laticaudinae sea snakes from Korean waters, resulting in total four sea snake species listed in Korea. Considering that reports on sea snakes in Korea are very rare and global warming is continuing (Poloczanska et al., 2013) , further updating of information on Korean sea snakes is strongly suggested. Accumulating more sea snake samples and analyzing their originalities using various molecular markers could elucidate if Laticaudinae sea snakes inhabits all the year round in Korean waters and also, might allow us to determine possible drift or immigrant routes of the sea snakes found in Korean waters.
Key to the species of Laticaudinae and Hydrophiinae in Korean waters
Laticaudinae. Ventrals much wider than adjacent dorsals, approximately 4 times as broad as long. 
